Course Requirements

Mrs. Morgan Science 9 2011-2012

Welcome to Science 9.  This year you will be studying Physical Science-the study of physical properties, such as: force, motion, and types of energy; as well as chemical properties, such as: the composition and properties of matter, structure of atoms, molecules and compounds.  Students will experience learning in a variety of ways: hands-on activities and projects, observations, lectures and labs, discussions, and scientific journaling. Students will rely on many skills from other disciplines such as: Reading, writing, vocabulary, art, math, and social studies/history.

Textbook


Textbooks must be brought to class each day, unless told to do otherwise.  There are many illustrations, tables, and charts that will be referenced during class discussions, lectures, and labs.  DO NOT USE YOUR TEXTBOOK AS A FOLDER!!!  Any extra papers will damage the binding!!!  Students are responsible for damaged or lost books.  Students should read chapter sections ahead of time.  See Weekly Lesson Plans posted in the room, on the door/window of room 129, and/or on my website.

Notebook/Lab Journal and Binder/Folder


Good scientific practice demands careful note taking.  Each student will be responsible for maintaining a science notebook/lab journal that will be collected and graded regularly.  You must bring this notebook and a folder (for science only) to class every day, as you will need them for note-taking, homework, and in-class assignments/ labs.  The notebook/lab journal will be a standard composition notebook.  [See example]. 

{* Note: You may need more than one compositions notebook for the entire year.}

Homework/In-Class Assignments

You will have 5-6 homework/in-class assignments from each chapter (generally two weeks per chapter).  Assignments may include workbook and reinforcement worksheets and/or textbook questions.  Assignments not finished in class become HOMEWORK.  All work will be scored, and is a very important part of your nine-week grade.  Homework will be reviewed and collected the following day.  To receive full credit for this work, it must be complete (including your name), neat, and on time.  
{* Note: Homework may be assigned over vacation periods...but not likely!!!}.  See Weekly Lesson Plans posted.

Lab Work and Projects


You will be observing demonstrations, participating in activities, and doing labs/projects.  During this time, you may be working in small groups.  Each student in the group must participate to earn full credit and is responsible for recording all notes and data in their own lab journal.  Lab equipment will be made available to you and it is your group’s responsibility for the care and cleaning of the materials. Use your lab time constructively!  Be prepared to bring in some supplies such as scissors, tape, posterboards, colored pens/pencils, and glue!    

Exams and Quizzes

There will be an exam or quiz after each chapter of the text.  Exams/quizzes will be announced at least three days in advance and a review assignment will be completed and reviewed before each exam.  Periodic evaluation quizzes will be given throughout the year.  These quizzes may or may not be announced.  They will cover review material, homework, labs, notes, or reading assignments.  A mid-term and final exam will also be given.  {* Note:  The average of the mid-term and final exam will be 1/5 of your grade for the year!!!}

Absences and Tardiness


It is the student’s responsibility to check with their homeroom/1st period teacher when returning from an absence to make sure they were excused, or to clarify any mistakes giving the student an unexcused absence.  All unexcused absences must be corrected within three days or they will remain unexcused, resulting in lost points for any assignments and participation points!!!  If you are late to class, you must have a pass, or you will lose participation points and may be sent to SMR.  This universal school tardy policy will start on day ONE!!!  Do NOT send yourself to SMR.  This will count as a Cut!!!  (See school handbook on absences and tardiness for more details.)  

************NO going to lockers for science materials after the bell.**************
Make-up Work and Missed Assignments


If you are absent, and it is excused, it is your responsibility to find out what you have missed and when the work must be completed.  Normally, you have as many days as you were absent to make up the work, but if you miss several days of school, you may be allowed to extend that time period.  A weekly schedule with assignments will be posted in the classroom, on the door of our room, and on my website.  Exams, quizzes, and labs will be made up during study halls, lunch periods, or before and after school, etc.  If your absence is determined to be unexcused, all work for the day will be an automatic zero.

{* Note: Late assignments will be accepted for partial or half credit.}

Student Rules/Expectations


All students are expected to behave in a manner that shows respect at all times for other individuals and their property.  No put-downs, foul language, or destruction of property will be tolerated.  Cheating or copying will not be tolerated. Consequences for cheating or copying are as follows: you will receive an “E” or a zero for any questionable work and the office and your parents/guardians will be notified.  
Please read and follow the rules/expectations posted in the room and on my website!!!

Grading


Grades will be on a point system and a final percentage will be taken at the end of each grading period.  Chapter exams and quizzes will be worth approx. 25% (25–50 pts.) of your total grade.  Homework will be worth approx. 25% (10 –20 pts. each) of your total grade.  Notebooks/lab journals will be worth approx. 25% (50 pts. each chapter) of your total grade.  Projects and in-class assignments will be worth approx. 20% (10–20 pts. each) of your total grade.  Attendance and participation will be worth approx. 5% (100 pts each grading period) of your total grade.  Extra credit may be earned for each chapter. (Details will be given later).  Keeping an assignment sheet will allow you to monitor your grade/progress at any time during the grading period.  An assignment sheet will be posted in the classroom, on my website, and in Powerschool.
ALL Materials must be brought daily unless told otherwise.  Materials include: Composition Notebook, Textbook, Workbook (or specific chapter sections), Science Folder and a pen or pencil (calculators are required for some chapters).

*** Your success is important to me...please come see me with any questions or concerns at any time!!! Parents may call at any time as well!!! [South 283-4199] ***

e-mail:  Lauri.Morgan@WESchools.org

See my website @:  www.willoughby-eastlake.k12.oh.us/classroom/south/morgan

South High School

PLEASE SIGN AND RETURN THIS PAGE TO YOUR INSTRUCTOR.


I have read and will comply with the requirements for Mrs. Morgan’s 
9th Grade Physical Science Course.  


_____________________      __________________________   ________          


Print Student Name

Student Signature

           Date






__________________________    ________          






Parent/Guardian Signature              Date

Parent Contact information:

Home Phone: _______________ Cell phone: ________________Work Phone: _______________  

Email address: ___________________________________________

Reminder******Composition notebook/supplies are due by Thursday, 9/8/11.

This signature sheet is one of your first assignments worth 10 points. 

Please return this entire page by Friday, 9/9/11.

